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June 25, 2011
Dear Parents,

Assalamu Alaikum.  Inshallah this letter reaches you and your family while everyone is in the best of health and highest iman.  A few weeks have passed since we officially ended the 2010-2011 academic year, and I could not be more proud of our students and their accomplishments over this year.  This year we have had national essay contest winners, state spelling bee champions, outstanding national Model United Nations delegates, state science fair gold recipients, science competition finalists, finalists in student leadership grants, merit scholarship recipients and many more outstanding achievements that truly set our students apart and showcase their academic and leadership skills.  Our school also had a number of significant successes. We were recognized as being a high quality school by receiving reaccreditation by the prestigious North Central Association. We proudly celebrated our 25th anniversary as the first Islamic school in the state of Illinois and the only all girls Islamic school in the nation, a milestone that is a great achievement for Islam in America and a testament to the strength and growth of Aqsa School over time.  We were formally congratulated in writing by a number of government officials and The Illinois House of Representatives passed Resolution 196, officially recognizing and commending Aqsa School for its leadership and achievements as a pioneer in Islamic education in America.  We were also featured in the Southwest Suburban News Herald and the Chicago Tribune for our leadership in Pink Hijab Day and as a quality Islamic school for a quarter of a century.  It has been a tremendous year and we pray that Allah bless our students and school as we move forward.  
This Summer
AQSA SCHOOL Warns:  Don’t let SUMMER LEARNING LOSS happen to your child!
According to the Johns Hopkins University Center for Summer Learning:
· All young people experience learning losses when they do not engage in educational activities during the summer. Research shows that students typically score lower on standardized tests at the end of summer vacation than they do on the same tests at the beginning of summer vacation .

· On average, students lose approximately 2.6 months of grade-level equivalency in mathematical computation skills over the summer months. Studies reveal that the greatest areas of summer loss for all students are in factual or procedural knowledge. 
· Researchers estimate that children lose, on average, up to 2 months progress on reading skills over the summer months. 
What can we do to make sure this doesn’t happen to our Aqsa students? The best way to keep our students academically strong over the summer is to ensure they keep learning!
[image: image2.wmf]READING: The best ways to address the summer reading loss is by reading to kids and getting them to read on their own. With the Find-a-Book Web site (flyer enclosed), www.lexile.com/findabook, your kids can do just that. They can find books that will help them continue learning – and learn to love reading.
The Find-a-Book site uses a student’s Lexile reading measure to determine appropriate reading books for your child. A Lexile measures a student’s reading ability and a book’s text difficulty, and it is the most widely-adopted reading measure in use today. The MAP Tests that your child takes throughout the year provides a Lexile level, you simply enter that number and you will be provided with an individualized reading list for your child to choose from. Inshallah if they read these books over the summer months they will maintain and even exceed their current reading level.  
Some websites that can assist with reading tips include: www.readingrockets.org, www.scholastic.com/parents Alexander, F. (2007).Three Ways to Prevent the Summer Slide.
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MATH: Math and Logical skills need to be practiced often.  Taking summer math courses or doing daily workbook activities can help. These websites offer opportunities to practice math as well.  
www.figurethis.org. Created by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
 www.coolmath.com. This fully interactive site and allows the user to sharpen basic math skills, play games and explore new math concepts.
www.AAAmath.com. Customized by grade level and topic, AAA Math features explanations of various mathematical topics, practice problems and fun, challenging games.
www.funbrain.com/numbers.html. This site includes 17 original games based on sports and fun games.

For standardized test practice go to: www.actstudent.org or http://sat.collegeboard.org/practice/sat-practice-questions
SUMMER ACTIVITIES THAT ENCOURAGE LEARNING: Sign-up for summer classes, library reading programs, take educational trips to museums, zoos, parks, nature centers.

JUNIOR HIGH and HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: Don’t forget the summer reading and Advanced Placement Assignments. 

Visit the National Summer Learning Association website for more ideas www.summerlearning.org.  
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RAMADAN PREPARATION:  This is the first school year in which Ramadan will take place completely out of the official school calendar. But Ramadan during summer vacation offers multiple opportunities for our students to take advantage of the many blessings this holy month has to offer.  Inshallah, you will work with your child to ensure they are reading Quran, performing additional prayers, giving charity to those in need, volunteering to help others and doing extra good deeds all month long. 
[image: image5.wmf]Important Items to take note of for the 2011-2012 Schoolyear 
· NEW UNIFORM SHIRT: Please note that the uniform shirt for all students in grades 6-12 has changed.  All students should purchase new shirts from SchoolBelles (order form enclosed).  
· The school year officially begins in September immediately after Labor Day
· Medical, dental, vision forms need to be completed for students going into grades KG, 2, 6 and 9 
Finally I pray that Allah bless all of our Aqsa families today and always. Thank you to all of our parents who are our partners in preparing our students for academic and individual excellence.  Your support makes it possible for us to fulfill our mission: to ensure our students excel academically and grow socially and spiritually.  May Allah reward you and we look forward to seeing you in September.  
Jazakum Allahu Kharun,

Ms. Tammie Ismail

Principal
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